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#4 A CO 
EELIIER 
To the CONTINUATOR 


OF THE 
Preſent State of our Controverſy. 


ying open the Folly of his Extravagant Boaſt- 
ing, and the Malice of his Willfull Forgertes. 


Von 


By fobn Sergeant. 


With Allowance, 


——— 


£ 
——.. 
I 


r.ClIr, what you are I do not know ; nor have any reaſon, 
iJ from your carriage, to think you are much worththe 
knowing ; and you did very prudently to mask your ſelf under 
the diſeuiſe of a private and obſcure hand, to hide the bluſhes | 
which' common Name would otherwiſe force even into a fore- Epilt- Des:- 
head of the Þlackeſt complexion. It is eaſy to diſcern by your ©? 
furons Zeal, your Faliitying humour, .and your Patronizing 
ſo hercely that party which maintains that AZ Chriſtian Faith 
which is held now may be Falſe, that you are far irom the Prin- 
dplzs of a:Geruin Church of England man, farther than a good 
Benefice may perhaps give you a Vocation, but rather ſome hot- 
brain'd Catvinift in marquerade, parboild by the ſcalding zeal 
2ainſt Popery into a ſtanch Proteſtant, which like Lobſters 
chrn7e their bew and outward appearance, but no their Nature, 
The. Character you have given your ſelf by your behaviour 


PFpiſt. to the 
Reader. 


Ibid. 


(2) 
*n your 41ſt. page ; is that you-are a Willfull and Bold Calum: 
niator; who, truſting to the eaſy Credulouſneſs of your Friends 

and relying on the Great Noj/e your Numerous party are able 
to make, value not a ſtraw what manifeſk Falſhvoods you pub. 
liſhs. And, which is the worſt Quality of a Lyer, "that you area 
Carelefs, Open, and Confident one, Ii this can be plainly made 
good againit yon, I am fure your rude avd Unchriltian carriage 
towards me juſtifies me for Jetting rhe world know you are guilty 
of theſe Faulrs of the Firſt Magnitude. What prejudice this may 
do to*'your Deſcants al} atbng upon other'pieces writ by Catho- 
licks you are to look to, and ſhould have better conſider 
when you thus ſacrific'd your Conſcience to your Malice; 
for if this be prov'd ,upon you, It wil} here ſtand upon 
Publiq ie. Record, and like your fellow-Knights of the Poſt, you 
are never to be believ'd in any thing you ſay either here 
or hereafter. Certainly Str, a little: more Temperance had 
done your Cauſe far more Right : For every man oi an ordinary 
Prudence: will vehemently ſuſpect your ſharp Refſexions are 
meerly Komantick, ſeeing you make the Proteſtant Knight ſtill 
beat the Popiſh Gyent, What man of common Reaſon will, do 
you think,believe you, that the Cathohck Party have in none of 
their Books ſpoke a word of Senle,or that (as you tel} the Reader 
with much aſſurance) never was Cauſe more intirely bafflzd : Nay,in 
the full career of your rantuſg exaggerations; you aver without 


Fear, Shame or Wit,that your very Footmen themſelves efleem them- 


ſelves an equall match forFeſutts;and left the Credit of your Learned 
Fontmen ſhould tink, or the ſober part of the world ſhould look 
upon them as ſelf-conceited Pupples for having {ſuch a high E- 
fttem of themſelves, you hold them up by the chin, and tel] us 
very ſadly, that you think, they kave ſatisfy'd the World they are 
not miſtaken in this 6pinion of themſelves, Now, all this while 
there was but ore Footman, whoſe name, to raicule a Roman- 
Caiholick wi iter, was prefixt to a pamphlet; which in all like- 
lihood might have been written by ſome ſuch ſhamming Gentle- 
man as your felf, I wonder you did not add Proteſtant Broom-men, 
K-nnell-rakers aid Chimney-Sweepers 3 for none can doubt but 
ſomeof theſ® may bave as much Knaz1iſh wit as a Foctman. But 
it xas yon Ki-dneſs to Catholiks not to tyrannize too muci 0- 
ver them, o: depreſs them with ſuch-ignoble compariſons ; and 
therefor«45u' did them- the honour to atiow them fit matches to 
1mm a Controverſy-race with your thrice- Reverend Foot-men And, 
by yecur Diſcourſe, tis a highhonour too ; for you tell us P. 45 . 

\ y that 
"'B 


(3) 


that the R. F, Sabran « now grown more famous inthe world from 


bifnew Antagoniſt the Footman. 1 hope | may uſe your own words 
#1 apply them better ; and tel] the Reader that I admire atrve 
heat and bitterneſs of that little Satyr, your ridiculouſly-malict- 


ous ſelf. | 

2, Notwithſtanding your 1/ performance, I frankly acknow- 
l:dge that a Hiffory of what Books have been writ pro and con in 
our Controverlics 1s a very laudable Deſign ; and had you ob- 


ferv'd the impartiality of an Hifforian by onely relating what 


had been done in chat kind, and then referr*d your Reader to the 
Books you mention'd, and left him to juige of the performances 
on both lides by thoſe Books themſclves, you had defery'd a due 


Commendation. But you could not content your ſelf with mat-- 


ter of Fa,but would needs enter upon the matter of Kizbr too; 


and this, with Reflexions whoiiy made up ol! Vapour, Inſolence, 


filly Ampliications, Ironies, InveCtives ; and oftimes open Fal- 
ſhoods, For example, Never did man ſet per to Paper (as F, Sa- 
bran ) with ſuch a flock of Ignorance and Confidence together. P. 4. 
whoſe ftock.ts Confidence. P. 4.5. He hai neither Learning, ror good 
manners, ibid, One would wonder, by the way, Sir, where your 
Breeding lies. But as for *he Repyreſenter, he is quite ſtript of 
Honeſty and Wit both.——#He ſeems ( ſay you) to have ſtruggled 
«little with bimſelf before be could get the better of bus Conſcience, p. 
It. The Confidence of this vain may——FHe( his Proteſtant Anta- 


 godiſt ) has thought fit to give him up as a prividedg*d perſon, who 1s 


paſt either Senſe or Modeſt y, or hopes of being reclain?d, p, 12. That 


1s, if more honeſt terms, his Antagoniſt acknowledges himſelf 
baffled, 3nd I perceive by your p. 4. that you are about giving up 


F, Sabran too upon the ſame fcrre. Again——T hat honeſt ſincere 
man that cannot endure falſe dealing, bur was dropt down from hea- 
ve tobe the Scourge and Cenſor of « Licercious age— by a ſtrange 
kind of Metamorphoſis from an Angell of Light transforming himſelf 
mto a Spirit of Darksef, p. 4.3. And laſtly,thab He 1 an Aff in a Ly- 
0s Skin.p.4.4. Pray good tweet angry Sr,lay aſide your Paſſion 2 
wilez ard do but conſider a little how ridiculous you make 


your ſelf, and clap the Jong: ears on your ownnoddle, Had you 


profeſt your ſelf a Therſites, and a maſter of InveXive Rhetorick, 
none wonld have wonder'd at you for following your Vocation.z 
But the Jeſt is, you will-needs make your ſelf al} this while 2 
Maſter of Ceremonies, - to teach others good manners, and yet 
tie Academy of Scolds at Billingſgate cannot furniſh one with 
baſer and fouler Language, Were you writing againſt the per- 
; | A 2 


P, 28: 


P. 45. 
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| fon, ard had at the ſame time prov4d his Nemeritanſwerible ty 
- your words, then indeed Smare Janguage, ſoit be True, ma 
ſome times paſ, nay be needfull;, but to fall upon him o fevers. 
1y in an undue occaſion, and with ſuch a furious cirecr of ex- 
travagant railing, does too vilibly proceed from the Impotency 
-and Uneaſineſs of your Paſſion, Could a mad D>y ſpeak, [| kroy 
not (tho' you perhaps may ) what worſe languzge he cculd foam 
out than Aj and Devi, Whence [ Congratulate tothe Gertliman 
the happy omen, that lie could deſerve the brat and bitt.rnefþ of 
ſuch lutie Satyrs, Thus our 1imparila:] Hitorlian treats the ore 
party; But on the over he beſtows all along the Magnificent Tj. 
tles of Excellent, Learned, Jngenſous, Jncempa: able, ard al'-:c. 
be-Reverences them with 1.js Termagant Hypcrbclical Com- 
'mendations. And now, Reader, 1s it a Stiaw?s inatter whether 
ſuch a W1iter praiſesor reviles a man or rather are not tis E- 
logiumsa Diſgrace, and his Invittives a high Honour and Comme-- 
dation in the opinion of any Moderate Reader ? 
3. My turn comesnext; and any man will ſee how Dr. £e, ard 
his good Friends are nettled,by jour pelting me ſo unmcrcifull», 
4. Your Firſt Falſhood 1s, that I begun to carry on this Con- 
 trover ſy after the Reflefter had wi it bis. This I affirm to be Ur- 
true; For,the Firſt Catholick Leiter was alio mine, anc, rho? 
my Name was not to it, yet I ſtill owd it for mire in my follew- 
ipg Pieces, Which if you read, you could nct but ſee, if you eid 
not,.you are a ſtrange diſregarder of Truth or Sir cerity, to pats 
ſvch raſh Cenfares upon Bcoks you never ſo much as read, And, 
if ghis were ſo, as I much fear, it puts me into ſome doubt whe- 
ther you ever read «ny of the.Catholick Books you Cer/ur'd fo 
deeply ; but, like a right Honeſt man, 1ight or wrong, ſhct your 
bolts at random.. | 
5. Your Second Falſhood is, that Dr. Sr. has reply'd to my 
firit Four Lettcrsz And this is a moſt Natorivus Banger. For, 
firſt, it is ſhown in my Fiith Letter Page by Page to every Exc- 
miner's Eye, from Þ. 154. £0 P. 173. that he h3somicted ſo much 
as to take notice of ( much more to Anſwer ) Thirty Nize parts of 
Forty of my Firſt ard Third Letters. Next, he owes me an 2&0» 
ſwer to the Second. Thirdly, he 1:as not anſwer'd one word 
to my Fourth, And ſorwo or three ſhameleſs Untraths mult {erve 
for an Anſwer tothoſe ſour Trea:iſes. Which, 1 ſuppoſe, is the 
modern way of Controverſy you told us of p., 20, However, you tell 
us P. 40. that D: Sr's peece was an Excel'em Diſcourſe; that 15, 
Lis 028 of your Geeſe metamorphovgd toa Swar,, by your glols 
Commendatlcne, 
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commendations, However, it diſcover'd myYanity,&tha.'s encugh 
in al} Conſcience, Lut Sr, are You a Chriltian,cven in a L titudt- 
narian ſenſe, who cajrir Yanuy io afſ.r; that tic Folth now hekd 
by Chriſtians 1; truly Chiiſts, ard conk quent 'y Trae, or ther it 
has Gicuncs to prove it Ive that it G1d ceſcin from in, 
which 15-t-e Grand Conteſt b:twvecn Dr Sr, 4id me? Ad in 
this occaſion let me ask 3 ou how youdutſt tel} the World in the 
Tile to your Dzdicatory, that a Book writ to maiiitatn the Poſe 
{ble Ealſhood of Faith, 18 writ In Def: .ce of t'5% Church of E: gland; 


_ as1f it were ber DoCti ine, thet al Chriſtian eirn may be a Lye ; 


or hew a Chaplain ton Arch-Bp. Curitapprove a Painphlerthat 
makes thit Church gu:lty of that half Arbeiſticall Teret, wr ich 
hir beſt W: iters and moſt Geruin Sons ever ahorr'd, But— 
Hes «jt hora weftra, & poteſtas tenebrarum, 

6. Your Third Falſhood is, that 1 w:iit Contradidtions, wiich 
has been confuted at large in an elaborate Diſcourie (Flit!;-CzrÞ, 
Letter p. 8. to P. 18,) where every particular Contradiftion 
objected ts ſoly'd by a clear ſtate of rhe Queſiion ; which the 
Leirced Dr. wo1ld necds miſtake throughous tis whole Ar ſwer, 
H. wevcr, it mas ex;etted this would nave ſtopt my mouth, But alas, 
vhen vain mn promiſe to themiclves Unreaſorebie things, how 
ſtrangely their Expectations fail them ! Tis not Nonſenſe clad 
in fire word:, .nor all the Spitefnil Reflexiois of men, v: ho, 1 ſe 
plainly, tave not the 1:aft value for Truth, that czn ſhock me 
or frigkt me from defending it, WE, 

7. Your Forth Falſhood is,that the Balckloift Flereſy was now hike 
to be bronght on the Stage again; Meaning, that tny DoCtilo about 
Tradition was previtar to Mr, Black/ow, The contrary to which 
I have ſhawn to every honeſt Reader's eye in a pa: ticular Frea- 
tiſe ( C lypers Septemplex p. 209.10 Þ, 250) and thevery Rev. - 
rend F, Warner in his * Av.ti-Heaman telis Dr, Burnet he ai/co- 
vers bus Ig orancein ſaying it was newly invented, Laſtly, my Filth 
Litter p. 24, has Foreſtal}'d thts ooj=Ation. But no Sincerity 1s 


' tobe expected from ſuch willfu!l Aſſerters of bafled Falſhoodse. 


Difprove a Calumny never {o evidently, all they do, in ſtead of 
Ir validating our Reaſors cr Teſttmories, 15 ro ſay the ſame 6: er 
« aa ſceePd Impudcnce, as if rothirg had been alledg'd 
ap3lolt it. - 
” Your Fifth Falſh1od 1s, th:t I have formerly eat zvy worde, 
Your Sixth, that I did this, when [ was cited to Rone to te Cen- 
fur*d fer thiſe dangerous Hereticall Propoſitions which I am now a- 
gain breaghing in England, Both of which are moſt Hmpuyent Toe 
: truths 


* See Third 
Cath Letter, 
DP. 21» 


P, 41 
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* Clypeus 
SeptempleX. 
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truths. This appears both by the kind Afanitro ſent me from the 
Sacred Congregation, where *tis manifeſt they were aware that ] 
had declard my ſelf to ſpeak [de Regula Externa Fidet fer de Tra- 
ditione Eccleſie ] of the Extrinficall Rule of Faith or the Tradition 
of the Church. As alſo, that in the circumſtance of our Contro- 
verſy I had maintain'd ['debere earn efſe evidentem?] this Rule o4gh! 
to be Evident. Al] which they allow'd, and requir*d no more of 
me but only that Afinafull of the words of the Apoſtle {| I am a Dtb. 
tor both to the Greeks and tothe Barbarians, both tothe Wiſe and to 
the Uzwiſe ] I wouldclear ſome Propoſitions contairrd ſomething 0h. 
ſcurely in my Books, by reaſon of the ambiguity of the word Ez. 
dence,viz., whether it was meant of the Evidence of the 2/yſeries, 
or of the Motives to Faith; which Miltake bred the whole Milay- 
derſtanding. This4.did by a hundred Inftances, ans moit p:eg- 
nant and convincing Reaſons in my Declaratio; and, this done; 
thoſe ſevereſt Judges of Vnſound Doctrine, remain*d /atisfy'd; 
and to your greater confuſion I have the Original of the 76:tio 
and the other Records in my hands iti!j. For farther Evidence 
that I was neither put to Eat my words, or Retradt the leaſt 
tittle in my books, nor was ever Cited to Rome, I could al- 
lege thoſe Right Reverend ' Perſonages, Biſhop Leybr7, 
and Biſhop Gifford; of which the former was at Rome ai; the 
time of the Conteſt 2 the Other, though at Paris, yet was ac- 
quainted with allthe particulars of it : As alſo thoie Reverend 
Divines mention*d Fifth Cath, Letter, p. 21. who examin4d the 
Propoſitions chiefly objected 3 and attreited under their hands 
that their Senſe was rot in my Books but the direct contrary: 1 
could produce likewiſe Multitudes of Other Perſons, both Di- 
vines and Lay-men, of unblemiſhe Credic, who can witneſs the 
ſame. And yet this Frontleſs man thinks to out-face the world 


_ wrh anopen and manifeſt Lye, to ſecond Dr. S:*s wilfu1] For- 


gEcries ; though he knows kow I anſwer% in my Clypenus Septem- 
plex and Vindicie what the Dr. for want of better Stuff, did cire 
out of h13 Friend Lominus, and that in the Firſt Seftion of my 
Fifth Catholick Letter I particularly ſhew*d by unqueſtionable 
Authority every tittle of Dr. S:*s Calumnies to be moſt Falſe - 
and, laſtly, what Approbations from the moſt Knowing and 
molt Ort hodox Catholicks of the beſt Quality my-Books have 


* Fifth Cath: had. Which done I cloſe * my Diſcourſe with this Recapitula- 
Letter. P- 30- rien [ The Sum of my preſent Defence is this : Eight Divines of 


«* great Repute, appointed by the Arch-Biſhop of Parss, and ad- 
« mitted by my Adverſary himſelf, do.unanimouſly atteſt gr 
x «Ct e 
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& the Senſe condemn*d 1s not in my Books, but the contrary, 
« My Judge clears me ; The Cenſurers are commanded to make 
« me Satisfaction. The Higheſt Tribunal allows my Plea and 
& acquits me, Primates, Arch->iſhops, Biſhops, the Sorbon, E- 
& minent Divines, and even thoſe who take another way in their. 
« Writings, approve and commend my D-Ctrir, and moſt of 
« them in very blgh and extraordinary expreſſion, My own Su- 
« periour dots the iame; nay, even thoſe who were formerly 
« highly prejudiced, declare themlielves ſatisfy*d jn ic, So that 
« poor Dr. St, 1s left alone to ballance againſt all this weighty 
« Authority ; withone Lominus, a meer Utopian or Man in the 
© Moon ; on whole ſole No- Authority hegrounds all his ſenſleſs 
Calumnies, ] All which particulars were ſhewn there at large. 


 Toenforce thoſe Teftimonzals, I added [ I delire the Realer to 


« reflect that thoſe Judg:is, Approvers and Commenders of my 
« Books and D:Ctrin livid generally tn diverſe and far-diſtant 
« Nations, were of different Faculties and Univerficies, of different 
© Educations, different Orders, ard (:0 ſome degree) of different 
« Principles & Intereſts, diverſe of them utterly unknown to Me, 
« or | to Them, $9 that, 1s impoſithle to imagine taat any thing 
® but the force of Truth, the [nteg: ity of my way of proving the- 
« Certainty of our Faith, as to its. having been tanght by 
« Feſus Chriſt, could maxe them cozfpire to a%ow or abet m 

* Books ſo beertily and Unanimouſly. Nor could there be any 
« Human inducements to make then ſo ſtrangely partial to a 
& Private man, every way inconiiderable, and of zo Eſteem at all 
« but what my Writings and Prouciples gives me. ] And now, Rea- 
der, admire at the Impudence oi this man, and be Judge thy ſelf 
whether he has not forſworn all Common Honeſty, and renouncOt 
all ſhame, who, after all this and mvch more read by him in the 
Book he is here Cen{ſuring, does, before any man ha diſprov'd 


one'tittle of it, or (1 am ſure)can, in this very book of his, where 


he pretends to give a faithfuil account of the Contents of each 
piece, and of the performances of each of our Controvertiſts, not 
only not acquaint the Reader with this my iJefence, but without 
any Authority, nay ag ain tuch an Unconteitable Authority, ven- 
tures to throw about his headſtrong and wilf:1'i Forgeries ; 2s that 
I contradift-d my ſelf, Eat my Wo: di, was cited to Rome ; that what 
I write i \ my Letters 1s held there a dangero:s Hereſy, that no 


.man of Senſe wii! be hired to read three Pag «1» my Book:, &c, An 


Evident ſign of a Nonplaſt Canſe, which puts i'- Defe- ders to ſuch 
hard ſhifts as to have recourſe to Empty Vapour, Huge Noiſes, 
and Notorious Lies to uphold it, 9. You 


F.&ts 
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9. You procce.l a1d tcl} vs next, that zy Letter has met with 
as few Readrrs as I have Aamnirers, Rere alf3 there want {cnc 
Grains of 7ruth,for 1 am inform'd there are not a Hundred It; 
of my Fifth Lettery aad ſending to buy forne of wy. Firſt, 1 was 
told there were ſo few left. that they are rais'd todouble the rrice 
they were vended for in the beginning, Yer your Comfaqt is, there 
#« n0 danger in the World of my Laſt Letttr's dotrg any miſchief, 
ſince you do nct bilieve ut poſſible to lare any men of Ser.ſe to 16ad 
three pages #n it, Alas, poor Genrtlzmin?! 1 doubt not but you 
tiavea ſtrong Faith, which fo blinds you that you cannot ſee 
kow ridicu] us you make your ſelf and your Friends. You gave 
vs. to underſtard by teling ns Dr Sr. dec!irres the Task, thar he 
deſpairs of Anſwering tat Letter fairly ard upon the Square; ard 
yer, when £is ſo clearly Vitdle that ite Regr er that you canner 
anſwer It vexcs ad galls you to the heart, you, like a right plea- 
ſant man,pret<nd to be much Comferted that tis not worth the Ar- 
[wering. A very cheap and eaſy merhod io contute af the Books in 
the World. But, Sir, lam to tell you very Di/comfortable nevis ; 
which 1s, that'tbe. beſt Wirtts of cur Nation, ( to whom chi.fly 
] wiltte ) men nota jat inferiour to your Great Dr himſelf, have 
not only re1d thoſe Letters of mire, but given ſuch a Chat after 
of them for Unarſwerable, as is not modeſt for me to repeir, 
And 1 have been told from a perſon cf worth, thet the very 
Reverend F.W, alter his peruſing ſome of my Letters, did honour 
them with this Elogium, that they had laid Dr, St. ſo flat that be 
would never be able 10 riſe again. Ard, 1 am fo confident oi the 
Gocdneſs of my ca"ſc, tha” 1 do here promiſe Bim and tte 
Worl4 very fruhfn!ly char I ſhall make his words gucd ; or ra- 
ther, by what foVows here, ir 2.1;' appear | Fave don It al:cady; 
For you tell vs, ther Avery Learned Por fon, in compaſſ.on, as you 
ſappoſe, to tre pror headſtrorg-man, hath underic kn to A-ſwer nt 
only my Fijth Letter, b:t rhe other Diſcour ſts of the Coma 1jts about 
Tradition. As mech as to fay, the Dr. has encugh of me, 1 ml 
confeſs, Sir, this wonld he xery Loarred ingeed , for he mrff,, 1 
the mai] atag2s, either confirte Firſt Principles, npov which 117- 
ſiſt, or el{v( which is equai'y imp:;Mible ) ſhew thar they do rot 
ſtand cn;,ag*'d agninſt Dr. S:t5 Piſcourſe, I know you can caſily 
nick-name any thing an Anſwer, thong! rever ſorrivil cr nice 
f- om t}.e purpoſe,” Butth:t we way hold totlie Point which | 
f reſi e ou are flinching fr. m, I will fave your very Learned Per- 
fon a great deal of treuble ; and, if he can but ſhew vs that any 
Chriſtian 7ow living has any Reaſon that concludes the. Faith N 
holds 


7” 
holds is the ſame which Cirift and his Apoſtles tanght, but by 
means of Tradition, I promiſe him I will be his Convert. This 
is the polar in hand, and pray, Sir, let it be your care that 
your very Learned Perſon do not very Learnedly run quite away 
from it into Impertinent Digreſſions,- as the moſt Learned 
Dr. Sr. did ; for, it he does, 1 ſhall not be ſo very Unlearned as 
to follow his Ramble. | | 
- To. But is it not very pleaſant that you ſhould talk of Come 
paſſion to me who have left your Dr. in ſuch a pirifull and mijſera- 
ble Condition, that he thinks it not Creditable for him to pro- 
ceed further. with me 4imſelf ? I ſuppoſe he left me off; as the 
-Repreſenter's Antagoniſt did Him, or, as you Phraſe it (p. 1 2.) 
has thought fit to grve me up, as a Privileg*d Perſon who is paſt hopes 
of being rcclainw?d ;, the true Engliſh of which every Prudent Rea- 
der will gueſs at. It would have done well tho? to have mingled 
a little Charity with his Compaſſion ;, for, certainly, he had done 
a | ev Qure to have ſet me to rights: For I muit conteſs I am. 
' ſaweadſtrong as fill to maintain that Errour #impiul has ſhewn 
clearly that the Stupendioully Learned Dr. Sr. has never a Prine 
ciple to help timfelf with : and the Dr. owes a Cure to this 
ſtif-neck'r humour of mine, fince he contributed to it by ms- 
deftly declining now theſe fifteen Years to anſwer that Book,or 
_ clesr himſelf from being & Wan of Mo Patncſples. I am ſo 
headſtrong too, that I will not let all the preſent Faith. ef Chri- 
ſianity be held Poſſible ro be Falſe, or (which is the ſame) not- 
True, Nay, Iain fo hcadft-ong, that, when | ſee plainly that ſcarce 
one of my Reaſons are ſpoken to candidly and fairly, nor ſo much 
 aSoxe of them anſwer”d, I will not depart from my Concluſion, 
becauſe the Incomparable Dr. Sr. prevaricates, floats and fal- 
ſifies. You ſee, Sir, of what nature my Diſeaſe of heaaftrong- 
ef is ; and, if the more-then-very-Learned Dr. St. cannot cure 
me himſelf, I much fear your other Perſon, who is no more but 
very-Learned will ſcarce do any good of me. 
. 11, However, *tis a Kindneſs that an . Anſwer is promis'd 
me; But by Whom? I peremptorily * Challeng'd the Dr. 
Himſelfwho is my proper Adverſary ; and 1s he ſo ſhy to meet 
 meand vindicate himſelf, when ſo many heavy Charges lie upon 
him, and particularly that heavieſf of making All Chriſtian 
Faith Poſſible to be Falſe.or (which is the ſame) -not-True ? Can he 
have «ny buſineſs that more nearly concerns his Credit then this 
5s? Or does he hope that another Perſon can know his 
Rs ones OR n:- Thoughts 
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Thoughts and Reaſons, and, ſo, defend him, better thaw Himſetf 
can? Neither of theſe can with any Senſe be thought or pre. 
tended. 'Tis manifeſt-then that he is at his Wit's end how to 
Reply pertinently ; and therefore, feeing himſelf prefs d cto- 
fer and cloſer, and all his witty Evaſions diſcover'd, te very 
fairly quitsthe F ws anheuer we perdu Bungler, furniſht 
with ſome Wit and aPlaulible InveRtive Style, but little or n6 
' Senſe; and-who has as little Credit to loſe as I ſhall per Ho- 
nour by meddling with him : and this for no other end but 
that it may be Trumpered aloud to the world in your next Con- 
tinuation,how Hncomparably F. S. has been Anſwer'd. Or, in caſe 
he be of any Repute in the eye of 'the world, yet for fear of 
danger he ſhall keep himſelf inviſible in his Miſty Cloak, with- 
out owning his Name, bat come out upon the Stage Mark, as 
your Continuating ſelf does ; and then (as your felt atſo, ſecur'd 
after the ſame manner, has now done ) he may without bluſh- 
ing, tell his Readers as many Falſhoods as he pleaſes, and yet 
ſave his Credit ;, for then, like a Slander got among the Goſlips, 
none knows or: whom to fix it. | 

12. Well, but how will this very Learned Perſon Anſwer me? 
Why, you tell us he will anſwer me in : 

An Hiſtorical Diſcourſe concerning Tradition. 
Incomparable { 1 demand an Anſwer to zine 5r tex Ireatiſes, 
and particularly to my Several Reaſons alledg?d in them, of 
which, God be prais*d, there is good ſtore; and this very 
Learned Perſon wilt andertake to Anſwer them Min a Hfiv'y, 
Was it ever heard of ſince the World ſtood, that Intrinſical Ar- 
guments or Reaſons are to be anfwer*d by viſltozirs ? Or,can theſe 
men give the world a Clearer Demonſtration that they are per- 
fealy baffied, than to trick-off the Dire& Anſwers they owe to 
my. Argnments by fuch an Indiref# Wile? Every Reader ſees 
what a Candidand Clear Method | obſerve in all my Anſwers 
to the Dr. I take his Books and Reaſons end-waysas they liein 
order Page by Page ;, ſo that if | rw aftray from the Queſtion in 
hand, or om any thing of weight, *tis eatily diſcoverable, and 1 
may be preſently caught, for they know where to have me. On 
. the other ſide my Adverſaries can never be brought to follow 
any fuch-Fair Method : But they fall rowrite a Treatiſe about 
fome Subje&, which by the common words in the Title 150ks a 
ticcle a-kin toour buſineſs, and then they catch at ſome paſla- 
xes here and thereincidentally fatter*d and' diſorderly a 
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lefted 3 and, the true Senſe and force of them, which they had 
as found in their due place, and the Tenour of the Diſcourſe 
being loft or perverted, they fall to play upon thoſe words ; but 
where the Anſwer is to all the Particular Reaſons containd in 
my Book, we may go look. Something is fleightly and wittily 
id to a few ſcraps of it, but the Afajw, or the Book it ſelf, is left 
unſpoken to.. This untoward Method has been exactly fol« 
low*<d by Dr. Tillotſon: throughour his Rule of Faith, and in his 
Preface to his Sermons ,, and the ſame is moſt Religiouſly ob- 
ferv'd by Dr. St in his late pretended Afſwer to jome of my 
f Letters ; and particularly-in bis Examination of the Co:ncilef 


6 Trezt, where he runs quite away from the whole buiincis, as is 
$ ſhown, Fijth Cath. Letter. p. 152.153. 

4 - 13. But; iince this odd kind of Hiſtorian has undertaken to 
a pay Dr. Sr*s Debts, "ris but ficting | ſhould give him a catalogue 
t -of them. 

: _ "Imprimis, He owes mean Anſwer to the many Arguments 


in Faith: Vindicated, demonſtrating that the Rule by which 
? weare to know wrat Chrift taught, muſt be Impoſſible ro be 
Falſe, or Infallible, This was apply'd in the Irferences at the 
End of that Treatiſe againſt the two Great DoQors; and it 
was ſhown there ( I dare tell them ) Vnanſwerably, that unleſs 
} they can confute That Book ( which I am fure they dare not 
| fairly Attempt) all they do write or cax write of Controverſy is. 
at once quite overthrown. Since if it be made good that Chri- 
ſtian Faith muff have ſuch Concluſive Motives or ſxcb a Rule to 
eftabbſh it, and recommend 1t to thoſe who are to embrace it, 
and they have zone ſuch, nay diſclaim the having any ſuch Rule, 
| they can never prove it Tr«e,that any thing which themſelves, 
or any elſe, donow hold, is indeed Chriſt's Doctrine. 
Jtew, he- owes me an Anſwer. to Errour Nonpluft, which 
ke him to be A Adan of No Pyineiples. and to the ſeveral 
Diſcourſes againſt each of thoſe pretended Principles of his re- 
ively: for which I have leſs reaſoa to forbear him any lon- 
ger, becauſe he has in this long Term of Fifteen years,(at leaſt,) 
Endeavour d to clear ſome other debts, but never went about 
to pay me one ſingle Farthing which was very Unconſcionable, 
| ſtem,He owes me an Anſwer to my Method, Printed ac the end 
of Errour-MNonpluft ; which compriſes the fumm of my Doctrine 
| about Tradition, and reduces it to Firf Principles ; which, 
therefore, ſince ſuch Privciples will not be brought toConradi# 
"A — 


One 
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Ore another, Dr. St. is'the moſt proper man in the-World to Op. 
poſe and Anſwer, as having No Principles at all. 

Item, le owes me an Anſwer to my Firft and Third Lett(rs 


in regard he has omitted to ſpeak to * Thirty Nine parts of For. 


ty in them; and his pretended Anſwer to the ſingle Fortjerh 
part, has been ibown in-my Fifth Letter to be noze. 

Item, He owes mean Anſwer to my Second Letter ; * the Re- 
flecer, being, ( poor man ! ) non-ſclvent. 

Item, He owes me an Full Anſwer to my. Fourth Letter laying 
open the Yanity of his Inſignificant Guilahell- Hall Sermon ;, to 


which he has hitherto ſaid Nothing. I add, nor ever can, With 


the leaſt ſhow of Reaſon- | | 

Item, He owes me a Compleat, Diſtin& and Dire& anſwe 
to my whole Fifth Letter, & all the ſeveral Diſcourſes in it; to 
which, if we may truſt you, he now declines to ſpeak. | 

Laſtly, he owes me an Account why, in his Appendix to 
Dr. T*s Rule of Faith, he andertook to confute: Tradition, and 
yet. wilfully {ook the Nature of the Thing he was to impags ; 
aS is ſhown Fifth Cath. Letter, Þ. 6. and 7. which renders that 
whole Appendix -[»ſignificant. 3 

14. Now, Sir, fince *cis Impoſſible that all the Books con- 
cerning Tradition can with any ſenſe be faid to be anjwerd, till 
the Particular Reaſons they inſift on be diſtin#ly reply'd to ; and 
*tis ridiculous to expe@ this from a Hiſtorical Diſcourſe, 1 ſee 
we muſt ſet our hearts at reſt and expect no Anſwer at all but 


' only ſome ſleeveleſs Diſcourſe by a very large Synecdoche, or 


rather a far-ftretcht Catachreſis, miſcall'd An Anſwer. Howe- 
ver, t ſhall. demand this Juſtice of you, that. you would put 
down all theſe particular Treatiſes as «nanſwer*d in an Appen- 
dix to this your Continuation of the preſent State of the Controverſy 
(as you ridiculouſly call it, by the ſame figureas the French Par- 
ſon calld the Devill The man of the Sin) And do not brag that 
Dr. T*s Rule of Faith is. not yet reply*d to; for, beſides what 
has been done already, I am inform*d it will be pun#ually and 
particularly Anſwer®d : And, to requite your kindneſs, I hope 
by that time you write your next, to help you with ſome 0- 
thersto furniſh out your Narrative, and make you ſtand in 
need of ſome new Falſhoods and Invectives to ſave the Credit 
of your Freinds, who are ſo laudably and meritoriouſly em- 
ploy*d in:maintaining that the faithofallChriſtians in the world 
may be a Ly. If your Hiſtoricall Diſcourſer fails of this pertor- 

. iden m ance, 


NO” Ol aA _— _— _ EOY'Y ay £©.,. aw op — lan. Los 4 a 7. a 


| be True, Lemma. 


(13) 
mance,l ſhall not leave the Point or the Queſtion to dance af- 
ter his impertinent Voluntaries. It will, in that caſe, be an a- 
bundant ſatisfaQion to the world that I ſhow by detail what he 
has left unreply*d to,6 fill infiſt upon a fuil & direct Anſwer to 
my ſeveral Reaſons or Diſcourſes. But pray tell him that Scorn- 
full Jeers and Open Falſhoods,tho? never ſo briskly, and confident- 
ly deliver*d,are no competent Anſwers to Arguments,and I have 
reaſon to fear he will bring 0 other, or rather 1 am ſure he 
gammoh 5 tf | | | 
-. 15. 1 would gladly find ſome way to fave your Friends 
this vaſt Labour, and excuſe them from this Impoſſible 
Task : Wherefore, ſince tis Unmercifull to preſs poor Deb- 
tors to pay more than they are able,therefore out of Compaſſion 
29. your head-ſtrong Party,l will comme to this faircompoſition with 
them ; that if Dr. Sr. can anſwer me but one fnole Argument 
which I will bring to prove, that he canner, by his Principles, 
maintain it to be True, that what you or Any now hold is 
Chriſt*s Dore, nor conſequently that the preſent Chriſtian 
Faith it ſelf-is Trae : Alſo, if the can bring but Ore Argn- 
ment himſelf, which (according to his Principles) does conclude 
that what he or any other Chriſtian now holds, # Chriſts Do- 
ctrin, and, ſo, True ; will pardon the Yaſt Sums he owes me, 
and quit all ſcores between us; nay more I will acknowledge. 
all the Guilded Bubbles in your frothy Books to be ſolid ſenſe, 
and make you Publick Satisfa&tion for having oppos'd you hi- 
therto. I hope the Reader will think there was never 1n the 
world a kinder Creaitour, conſidering the long ſcroll of what he 
Is indebted to me for, and how long much of it has been due.” 
Your Argument I am to expect. Mine 1s ready ; premiling 
firſt this Lemma, that | 

- C What's True ts ( in our caſe ) 7mpoſſible tro be Falſe. For, 
we are not ſpeaking here of future Contingents, or of ſuch caſes 
where the Changeableneſs of the matter may vary the Truth 
of the Propoſition as affirm®d at Preſent, but of what bas deter- 
minately paſt or not paſt ; whence what truly has been Taught 


| by Chriſt is impoſſible now Tot ro have been Taught by him. This 
| Evident Truth fore-laid, I argue thus. 


No Proof from Reaſon that does nor Evidently conclude, nor 


Teſtimony that is Fallible, can prove a thing Impoſſible to be falſe. 


% . 


| Therefore no ſuch Proof or Teſtimony can prove a thing to! 


Put 
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©'But Dr, Se. allows no Concluſive Evidence previous to Faith 
| that Cbri/# taught ſuch or ſuch a DoQrine, nor any Teſtimony 
but what's Faliible. : = 
Therefore Dr. St. cannot prove it Trac, tha: ts Faith 
which he or any other Chriſtian holds is Chris Do:. ;ne;, nor 
conſequently, that Chriftian Faith ir ſelf is Tre. | 
16, The Conclufiveneſs of this Argument 1 un+- t1ke to 
make g00d, let him attaque it where he will. Here is .. "am, 
Jeer, Ill Language, nor any of your or his little Tricks, bug 
| Plain downright Reaſon, And, hnce'l am forcft by your [adi- 
rect carriage to Rigorous Diſcourſe, | expe from him tite Rize- 
rous Duty of a Reſpondene ; viz. to Deny, Gr4»t or Diſii uh 
_ the ſeverall propoſitions, and he ſhall have the ſame Rewn 
"from me. I ſhall exp:& at the fame time when he ſpeaks to 
this Diſcourſe, his Argument ; concludjng ( by his Princi ple-) 
- that what Himſelf or Any Other Chriſtian gow holds, is i:recd 
Chriſts Dodrine ; and, ſo,True. And,if he refuſes to afford ne 
that moderate Satisfaction, he rejets my kind offer of ſaci a 
fair Compoſition ::and ſo he will ſtand yet engag*d to give me 
ertinent and diſtint Anſwers to all thoſe Treatiſes and the 
ſeveral Arguments contain'd in them which ſtrike at his Te- 
nets: Andifhe thinks it his Intereſt to joyn iſſue with me in 
ſuch cloſe and rigorous Diſcourſe, I do here promiſe him, that 
there ſhall not be one word of Raillery(to which I am unwilling- 
ly drawn by his and his Friends carriage ) nor the leaſt kind 
of Excurſion , but Pertinent and Plajn Arguing, according to 
" the Rules of exa&t Logick ; and the fame I ſhall expe& from 
4im.. [n order to which 1 make him this Fair Offer, that, which 
of us ſever deflets into any Irregular Method, other than di- 
ret Arguing or Anſwering, ſhall be held to be Nonpluſt, and to 
have Loſt his Creait, © Every honeſt man will ſee that this Pro- 
-Poſall is both Fair in it*s ſelf, and Equal to both ſides ; and ar- 
gues a Sincere Intention 1n the Propoſer that Trath may appear. 
And therefore, if he diſ- accepts this Offer or declines this Methoa, 
it will become manifeſt that he is utterly Lo(!, as he is a Main- 
tainer of the Cauſe depending between us. | 
17. By the way Idefire to know from the Dr. why this on: 
- Argumeat of mine has not given a Full Anſwer to both his Books 
againſt the Conncill of Trent, nay, to all he beth written or (14 
write, in the Judgment of every Intelligent man. Or why thoſe 
Diſcourſes which the Authonr himſelf is forbidden by his _ 
Principles, 
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principles, to affirm that they contain a word of Truth in then, 
can deſerve any Anſwer at. all. Indeed, if he will renounce his 
ſhallow Principles, aad beginning on a new ſcore, undertake - 
to ſhew,that ſuch or ſuch a Reaſon is Concluſive, or ſuch a Teſts- 
mony 18 Infallible He might, in that caſe, pretend to prove that 
to be True which is built npon them, and ſo deſerve an Anſwer; 
otherwiſe what man, that is nt over-courteous,will take him- 
to | Gif to be oblig*d to, reply to Great Books, in which, by the- 


n, Anthors own Confeſſion, no man living knows whether there 
on be ſo much as one word of Mruth in them? Whence follows 
[3 Fridently that Dr. Sr. ought in true Reaſon either to take up 
m better Principles, or to leave off Writing Controverſy ; nay, 
þ even to leave off the Defending his own former Books. For 
I *is a ſtrange and deſperate piece of Magnanimity for a Writer 
\ to maintain that to be'a Truth which his own Principles force 


4 him to confeſs he knows not but it -zay be Falſe; that is, he 
knows n0t whether it be Tre or no ? 


© | 18. If you or your Friends continue reſolute to purſue this 
* | Impertinent Topick that my Dodrine about Tradition is 


, held by the Governours of oar Church to be Unſound in Faith, 

: you ſtand oblig*d to prove, Firk, that the oxly Baok you rely 
on, viz, Lominus, 1s Anthentique, and to be Credited, notwith- 
n | Manding that the Graveſt Teſtimonies in the Catholick Church 


a | (fumm'd up above) by their Carriage and Expreſs words | 
2 have declar©d the dire& contrary. AR withall, you are to leg 
'» | Us know particularly who it was that Awhenticated that Book, 
bo who Licenſed or recommended it to the Preſs ? What Printers, 


þ Authors;or Places name is to it. and to tell us the Reaſon why 
"_ it was not own*d, or allow*d by Authority, being Printed in 
Paris, where the Laws enjoyn all thefe particulars under great 


in Penalties. And if it have not theſe Qualifications which honeſt 
f'- Writings may have, then you are to ſhew in what it differs 


| from a Libel; as likewiſe to acquaint the World why you 
4 thought fit to rely on ſuch a Book to prove my Dodrin Vrſound, 

rather than on the Graveft Authorities of all forts in the Roman 
Catholick Church, attefting the contrary under their hands .ſo 
| pablickly. Next, you are to diſprove what has been aledg*d by me 
i | 18 theFirſt SeQtion of my Fifth Catholick Lerter, to confure that 
at | Calumny, where fuch a Concurrence of Reaſons & Teſtimonies 


fe as uy oduct, that it would ſhame Impudence it ſelf to conteſt 
da * Ad; laſtly, you are to fatisfy the world how; if this were: 


ſo, 
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fo, it could, be poſlible that I ſhould now fil write and majx. 
fam the ſame Dodtrin, & yet 70 man, but your ſelves, accuſe me, 
Tf all this, - which would convince even Scepriciſm it ſelf, will 
"not ſtop your Months, I offer your ſelf a Friendly meeting he. 
fore- ſome Perſons of Honour of both Communions ; where 
ſhall produce the well-atteſted Originals and Authentick Re. 
_ cords (yet in my hands) belonging to that matter ; which will 
ſhew-you | to your eye what Notorious Falfhoods you have 
Printed againſt me, Why ſhould you-not, zf you have ſpoke Truth, 
, pull oF your Vizard; and appear to juſtify it? Why ſhould an 
Honefs Man in an Honeſt Cauſe be fo ſhy to ſhew his Face ? Or, 
if the Conſciouſneſs of your Forgeries make you aſham*d to dg 
it in your ows Perſon, at leaſt appear by a Proxy. If all this 
will not keep you from obſtinately-perfiſting to oppoſe knows 
Truths, | can only fay you are wilfully poſſeft with a Spirit of 
Lying, and deſerve to be Poſted, * * 3. 
* 19. am forty you would needs force me to uſe ſuch plain 
Language: Were your Demerits the Effefts of Frailty, Hu- 
manity would teach me to compaſſionate them. Bur, being 
-both perfetly Wilfull and Wicked to boot, I ſhould wreng 
[Truth and be Unjuſt tomy ſelf, if I had not call'd your Faults 
by their own 14 Names, and I have done no more. Pray deſire 
the Dr. andhis Friends, for Truth's ſake and their own Credit, 
that they will not-ſo plainly convince the World, that they 
decline  Arſwering and fall to 'Bamering; and withall aſſure 
them that'if they vajnly2fiope to avail. themſelves of opex Lyes, 
I ſhall not want means bdth'to clear my ſelf and to expoſe them 
£0 the Scorn and Shame of Mankind. So wiſhing you heartily 
and Charitably what you moſt need, Szcerity, I reſt 


- Your Humble Servant, 


Printed and Sold by Matthew Turner, at the 
"Lamb in. High-Halbers. 1688. ; 
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